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If Bill Belichick intends to make Julian Edelman a big part of his game plan against the Indianapolis
Colts for Thursday Night Football, he’s unsurprisingly chosen to keep that information to himself.
Edelman reported to the New England Patriots facilities bright and early on Monday morning after
spending a month away from the team while serving his four-game suspension for violating the NFL’s
policy on performance-enhancing drugs.
However when asked a pretty standard question about what the veteran wide receiver brings to the
offense during Tuesday’s conference call, Belichick was cagey.
“Sure, yeah, good to have him back and we’ll see,” he said. “I mean, we didn’t practice yesterday, so
we’ll get moving on some things today in terms of the game plan and trying to get as far along on
Indianapolis as we can. So, obviously, it’s going to be a crammed course, and so we’ll just see how it
all comes together. I don’t know. He hasn’t been here in a month and it’s a short week. We’ll just have
to see how things work out.”
By all accounts this is just Belichick being Belichick. Edelman should be more than capable of playing

a large majority of offensive snaps in Week 5 if that’s what the team needs from him. The 32-year-old
has spent his entire career with the Patriots, the majority of which has been under Josh McDaniels as
his coordinator, and he has been with Tom Brady longer than any other player on the offense. He’s also
played the Colts eight times in his career, so they aren’t exactly a mystery.
Unless he’s hampered by an injury or something else that we don’t know about, there’s no reason to
think Edelman won’t be capable of contributing significantly on Thursday.

